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not a party to all this, was used as a convenient supply
base for such arms and ammunition as were considered
necessary for supplementing the original supply.

On September 9th, 1936, a body was set up in London
with the cumbrous title of 'The International Super-
visory Committee of Non-intervention.* For some
months it made no attempt to prevent countries allow-
ing their nationals from volunteering for service in
Spain with either side, and from the first the Committee
developed all the weaknesses, the procrastination, the
inability to prevent leakages which had characterized
the Sanctions Committee twelve months before. Its
failure was not, however, transparent until November
when Italy saw that the revolt, subsidized by her and
helped by her munitions, aeroplanes and aviators, had
failed to achieve its object, and that General Franco
had not taken Madrid. The Burgos Government was
recognized by both Italy and Germany in November,
but it could not be promptly hailed as the real Spanish
Government.

The.extent of Italian and German assistance in this
first stage is open to dispute, but we know that within
a month of the revolt there were about a hundred
Junker and Caproni aeroplanes at Seville alone, and a
considerable number of German and Italian pilots.1
These more than counterbalanced such initial advantage
as the Madrid Government could claim because rather
the larger part of the Spanish Air Force had remained
loyal. At the same time Italy established herself in the
Balearic Islands, which were to become a base, first for
her aeroplane attacks on eastern Spain, and later for
submarine action in the Mediterranean. An American
writer* Mr. Elliot Paul, has given us, from his own
1 The Daily Telegraph, August 13, 1937.